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Lesson 1



A Look at the Apostle Peter




As we consider the books of Peter we must take a moment to look at the author. Peter was perhaps the most colorful character of the New Testament, if not the entire bible. He was of humble circumstances with little or no formal education. (Acts 4:13) The many faces of Peter and his intimacy with Jesus (along with James and John) gave credence to the things that he spoke and evidence to the authority that he received from the Lord.

1. Can you list some characteristics of Peter’s life that are common to most of us today?

2. Where did Peter live?

3. Where did Peter first hear of Jesus? 
(Jn. 1:36)

4. Who brought him to Jesus and what were the circumstances? 
(Jn. 1:40)

5. What was his original name and how did he get the name Peter? 

(Jn. 1:42)

Selected with the original twelve, he is always named first. (Matt 10:4; Mk 3: 16; Lk 6: 14)                     

(Acts 1:13) This may be because he was selected first as indicated by Jesus’ words in Jn. 1: 42. Along with James and John, Peter shared an intimacy with the Lord that the other nine were not privileged. 

6. Can you name three events in the life of Jesus to which only Peter, James and John 

were witness? 

In the events prior to and in the garden Peter expresses a willingness to go to prison or to die for Jesus. (Lk 22; 33) He demonstrates this by striking the servant of the high priest. (Jn 18:10) (And I don’t think he was aiming for his ear) 

Peter then shows his weakness as a man by denying Jesus.

7. What had Jesus foretold concerning Peter and his stand?

Perhaps the most sobering passage in all scripture is found in (Lk 22: 61) “And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter.”
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Cont.

8. What was Peter’s reaction to this look from Jesus?

9. Was Peter forgiven and restored to his place among the Apostles? 

10. Do you think Jesus had a hand in his recovery from this denial? 
(Lk 22:21)

So Peter regains his place with the Apostles and his intimacy with the Lord. When Jesus appears to the woman at the tomb following his resurrection, He instructs them to bear the news to Peter by name. (Mk 16:7) 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples just before he ascended back to the Farther, He led Peter to express his love for him three times. After each of Peter’s replies He admonishes him (Peter) to “feed my sheep”, an indication of the pivotal role that Peter would have in the preaching the gospel.


11.  What was Peter’s disposition after seeing the empty tomb? 
(Jn 20:1-10) (Jn 21:3)


12.  Do you think that Peter gave up fishing altogether? 
Why?

He was privileged to preach the gospel first on Pentecost (Acts 2:4) and to preach the gospel first to the gentiles (Acts 10:1-48) for which it is said that he had “opened the door of faith” to the gentiles. (Acts 14:27)

14. Is there any correlation to this and Peter being given the “keys of the kingdom”?


       (Matt 16:9) 
Explain your answer.

Although he was seized, beaten, imprisoned, and otherwise mistreated for his fidelity to the cause, he had been begotten again “unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Pet. 1:3). The greatest evidence of this “faith” is expressed when he with John was forbidden to speak the name of Jesus. To this he replied, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken to you rather than unto God, ye judge; for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard”. (Acts 4:13-20)

The prophecy concerning his death (Jn 21:18) implied a violent death. Tradition has it that he was crucified upside down.   

One final thought:  

There is no reliable evidence that Peter was, ever, in Rome.
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Lesson 2



Introduction to II Peter


I would encourage you to read the entire book through, before we began and to do so often as we go through the lessons. This will not only help you answer the questions, but may spark a thought that you had not gleaned before. My approach to teaching II Peter is to take us through the text with the use of scripture and questions to help you have a deeper understanding of what is being said to us in this wonderful epistle. 


Peter affixes his name to the epistle as “Simon Peter a savant and apostle of Jesus Christ”

1. What difference occurs in the way Peter identifies himself vs. the first epistle?  (I Pet 1:1)

Despite this, more serious doubts have been raised about the genuineness of this epistle than any other portion of scripture. The doubts were made, to the authorship of II Peter, based on the difference in style of the two books, although many have, over time, disappeared. “The alleged differences are no doubt due to the difference nature of the subjects discussed. Any difference in style is more than off set by many points of resemblance between the first and second epistle and Peters recorded speeches in the book of Acts”. (Woods II Peter NTC)

2. Can you name some things that would indicate that Peter was the author of the book?

3. Can you name at least two things that were of first hand knowledge to Peter?  (1: 4 ; 1:16-18)

4. Where did these things occur in real time?

5. If indeed Peter is not the author, what conclusion should you draw?

The design and occasion of the epistle is quite different from the first because of the subjects discussed and the time of writing.

6.
What is the keynote of the first epistle?
(I Pet 1: 3-5)

7.
What is the keynote of the second?
(II Pet 1: 2-3)

8. What was Peter’s goal in writing the first epistle?

9. What was his goal in writing the second? 
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The only safeguard they had against false doctrine was knowledge, i.e. full knowledge of God and Jesus Christ. Certainly this is true of us today and we must always be alert to false doctrine, ready to refute false teachers, armed with the full knowledge of God. The epistle is devoted to the description of false teachers and the refuting of false doctrine.  

10.
Can you name some of the false doctrines dealt with in II Peter?
(2; 1; 2:10-12; 3:3; 3:7)

11.
To whom did Peter write this epistle? 
(3: 1)

12.
What did Peter say was his purpose for writing?

13.
What was the time of the writing?



14. What would be a reasonable deduction of the time?


15. Where was the book written?


16.
What would be a reasonable deduction for the place of writing?
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Lesson 3



Exhortation to Growth in Grace 

 II Peter 1: 1-21


As we mentioned in our introduction lesson, Peter begins this second epistle by designating himself as “Simon Peter” using his Jewish name as he was known when called into service by the Lord. Although designated by Jesus to be called Peter, it would not be wrong or uncommon for him to use both names. Jesus called him Simon Bar-Jonah (Matt 16: 17) and then called him Peter (vs. 18) after his confession about the deity of Jesus.

1. With what we know from Matt.16 what is the significance of the two names?

2. What additional identification does Peter make of himself?

3. How would you describe the word “servant” as Peter uses it?

4. What is the meaning of the word Apostle?

5. Who are the “they” and the “us” of his address?

6. What had they obtained and what benefit did it have for them?
(Gal 3: 26-29)

7. What was this “faith”?
(Gal 1: 23)

8. How had they obtained this “like precious faith”?
(Acts 15: 7-9) (Acts 10: 34-35)

The righteousness spoken of is the righteous dealing of God in providing, equal blessing to both Jew and gentile in Christ. Righteousness is an essential attribute of God whatever He does is right.

9. How will grace and peace be multiplied?

The knowledge referred to here is not from the usual Greek word “gnosis” but from “epignosis”, knowledge toward an object that is ever maturing but never matured. It involves more than just facts. The idea is of deep and loving contemplation of matters to profound to be mastered.

10. By what means are we granted all things “pertaining to life and godliness”?

11. What does he mean by the word “life” and “godliness”?

12. What does this verse say about so-called present day revelation?
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13. How, then, is the grant for ‘all things needful” achieved? 
(Eph. 1: 17-18) (Jn. 17: 3)

14. Why are these promises called “precious”? 
(I Pet. 2: 4; 6-7)

15. Why are they exceedingly great?

We can conclude then that because God, by His divine nature, has granted us knowledge of Himself and His Son that we have all we need for life of the soul and godliness. Because of his promises (both precious and exceedingly great) we become partakers of the divine nature. The word “partakers” (koinonoi) is literally “sharers” or “partners” and points to our relationship in the Lord. In other words, that “image of God” in which we were made and which was lost because of sin (i.e. corruption in the world by lust) (I Jn. 2: 16-17) is now reclaimed by the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and virtue. This restoration of man comes in the transformation of conversion, which is brought about by knowledge, producing faith 

(Rom. 10: 17) and begins with repentance. (Acts 3: 19) (Col. 3: 9-10) It is completed in the washing away of those sins in baptism, (Acts 22: 16)

The “cause” mentioned in verse five, refers back to vs. 4, i.e. “precious and exceedingly great promises”. The idea of “adding on your part” comes from the Greek (pareisenegkantes) occurring no where else in the New Testament and is literally “bring in by the side of”. The term indicates the unimportance of man’s participation in his own salvation by suggesting that it is merely brought in by the side of what God does. It is essential however because Gods part is done only if man does his.

16. What does it mean to add diligence?

Seven Christian Graces plus One

Verses 5 through 7 lists what is commonly called the seven Christian graces. It is important to note that it was Peter’s intention to show that each grace grows out of and is produced by the one preceding it. Before each grace is mentioned the word “supply” is to be understood, each creates and makes possible the next one. The preposition “in” which is attached to each indicates that the grace which follows is included in the one that precedes it. 

17.
Why do you think he uses faith as a starting point? 
(Heb. 11: 6)

18.
What does Peter mean by the word “supply”? 
(epichonegeo)

19. List the remaining graces and give a brief explanation of each.
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20. How would you categorize these seven graces?

In verse 8 the phrase rendered “are yours” by the American Standard conveys a permanent possession of these graces rather than a mere indwelling as indicated by the King James “in you”. These graces must be an integral part of the Christian’s character. 

21. What does it mean for them to abound?

22. What is the ultimate end to adding these things to ones life?

23. What are the results of not having these graces?

The idea of “seeing only what is near” is from a word used only here. The Greek (muopedzo” or  “muoopazoon”) is used of one who is unable to see without constantly blinking his eyes or keeping them partially closed. It is to be near sighted, to see only those things immediately around him. His closed eyes are not to prevent him from seeing but allow him to see. His myopic condition will not allow him to look directly into the light.

24. Why would such a person have “forgotten his own cleansing from his old sins?

25.
What are we to make sure?

How?

The words “to make” are from the Greek (poiesthai) to do for ones self or to help ones self. Man must comply with Gods plan to have salvation. Salvation is indeed a “calling” and an “election” and it is God who calls and elects, but;

26.
How does He call us?

(II Thes. 2: 13-14)

27.
How does He elect us?
(Matt. 7: 21)

Election and calling never operate to destroy the free agency of man. God’s grace is not irresistible, man can make it void (Gal. 2: 21) and man can receive it in vain (IICor. 6: 1). Gods calling is the invitation but the election is mans acceptance. It is to this end that Peter says of those who have accepted, “ye are an elect race”. (I Pet. 2: 9)

28 What, then, is richly supplied to us?

29.
What is this eternal kingdom?
(I Cor. 15: 24)
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Lesson 4 

Certainty of the Scripture thru Eyewitness 

II Peter 1: 12-21
It is the natural tendency of man to forget the lesson of the past and the truth once learned can become dim and indistinct to those who are inclined to the world. It is the responsibility of preachers, elders and Christians alike to exhort us to greater fidelity in the word. The only guarantee against apostasy is ceaseless vigilance against error and constant instruction in the knowledge of God to those who have received the truth. (JP)
1. 
What was Peter going to remind them of? 

2. 
For what purpose was he going to do this?

3. 
How long was it going to be a priority of Peter? 

4. 
Was it the proper thing to do in Peter’s mind?

5. 
What was the “tabernacle” that Peter was to put off?

6. 
 What did he mean by it’s putting off would “come swiftly” and how did he know that?
 
 (see John 21: 18-19)

Peter wanted to make sure that they and all who followed them in the way of Truth would even after he was gone be reminded of the truth established in them. As he urged them to be diligent in making certain about His calling and choosing of them He (Peter) would be diligent in making sure that they would be able to call these things to mind. 
(JP)
7. 
How could they be reminded after he was gone?

8. 
What did Peter say that they did not follow as their knowledge of the Majesty of Christ?
9. 
What was the source of their knowledge?

10.
By what two senses did they receive this knowledge?

11.
Who made the deceleration concerning the Majesty of Jesus and what was said?
12.
Where did all this take place?

(Matt. 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35)

In all of this Peter says that he and James and John did not make this up or follow anyone else’s word but that they had seen and heard the thanks that transpired and that they spoke from first hand experience. 
13.
What had this done for the prophetic? 
How?

14.
 And so, how should it affect us?

15.
What is the “dark place” and “day star of vs. 19?
The term translated “dark place” is a fitting description of the condition which characterizes men without the light of truth. Into such a world the lamp of prophecy shed its light bringing hope and cheer. To such a lamp Peter’s readers were to look until the day dawned and the Morning Star shall shed its full brilliance upon them. 
16.
What does Peter mean by, “no scripture is of one’s own interpretation”?
17.
 Of whom is he speaking?

Peter is saying that you must first understand that prophecy is not a matter of what someone thinks. It is not made by an act of human will.

18.
How then does prophecy come about?

Lesson 5

Danger and Destruction of False Teachers. 

II Peter 2: 1-9
    The word “but” which begins chapter two puts in contrast the things to follow with the things affirmed at the close of chapter one. There the Apostle emphasized that the prophetic word is the product of inspiration; that it was delivered by men who spoke from God; and that those who spoke were moved by the Holy Spirit. Lest they think that all who proclaim themselves to be prophets are so inspired Peter hastens to add that as in times past false prophets had risen to lead Israel astray, so false teachers were to be expected among them. Such false teachers were a constant menace to the early church and many warning appear against them in the New Testament.
1. 
What would these false teachers bring into the church?

2. 
How were they doing this?

3. 
Why do you think they were called “destructive heresies”?

4. 
What were they meant to do? 

(I Cor. 6:20)  (Heb. 10: 29)

     Many denied the Lord’s deity (I John 4: 15) while others denied His humanity (I John 4:2). Some false teachers then as now denied the Godhead.
5. 
What would they follow after denying the Lord? 
6. 
What would be the results of their life style?

7.
What had been Peter’s admonition to the church in I Peter?

8. 
What do you think the church should handle such folk? 
(II Thess. 3:6)

9. 
What was the motive of these false teachers? 

10.
What concern did the false teachers have for those they duped? 

     As objects by which they could enhance their own wealth they had little or no regard for the spiritual welfare of their breather. They enticed them, without regard for the truth, only that they might gain profit and promised what they could not deliver from motives of greed. (I Tim. 6:5; Titus 1:11) 

I know of no better way to describe modern day false teachers and so called televangelist. The latter part of verse 3 assures that God is not asleep or forgetful of their abominations. (JP)

11.
What three instances does Peter site as proof of Gods judgment against the wicked?  
12.
What do we know about the nature of angels? 
(Heb. 1: 14)  (Heb. 2:16)
13.
What charge is made against them by Jude?  (Jude 6)
14.
What is the lot of angels who sin? 

     The word “hell” is from “tartarosas” and occurs nowhere else in the Greek New Testament. It is used in Greek mythology as the place of restraint and punishment for the souls of wicked men but not the hell of finial damnation. It is much the same as the place of the rich man of (Luke 16: 23-26) and a great gulf separates the wicked which cannot be crossed.
15.
Why do you think it is described as “pits of darkness”?
16.
What is the “ancient world” of verse 5?

17.
How is Noah described and how is it attributed to him?

18.
According to Peter what was the purpose of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah?

19.
How is Lot described?
20.
 What is the nature and power of God described in verse 9?

          Although the righteousness of Noah and Lot and their deliverance by God are important points here the emphasis is upon the fallen angels and the wicked of the world and what God did to them as a result of their wickedness. It goes back to the fate of those false teachers who lead away children of God into worldliness for their own greed. But be not afraid for God knows how to deliver the godly from temptation (I Cor. 10:13) and to punish the unrighteous in the day of judgment. (Heb 10:30)

(Rom. 12:19) (JP)
21.
Who will receive special attention from the Lord?
22.
What does it mean to indulge the flesh?

23. 
What is the sign of their audacity? 

24.
How do the angels who have greater power and might react?

Lesson 6

Description of False Teachers


II Peter 2: 10-22
     Having assured his readers that God is going to rescue the godly and punish the wicked Peter continues to identify these false teachers with some colorful but strong language. It is important to note that he is speaking of people who have been, “in the Lord” but have left the truth for their own gain. It is very much the warning by the Lord in (Matt. 7:15) and Paul in (Acts 20:29-30) where he said that some of these would come even from the eldership. (JP)
1. 
How does Peter describe these men?

2. 
What was the source of their railings?
3. 
What was the reason for their “suffering wrong” at the hand of God?

4. 
To what extreme is their reveling?  And why is this extreme? 
(I Thess. 5:7)

5. 
What contrast is suggested by calling them “spots and blemishes”? (I Per. 1: 19) (Eph. 5:27)
6. 
What filled their eyes and what does this mean? 

7. 
Who were they enticing and why were they so?
8. 
What was the “right way” these men had forsaken and what does that tell you about them?

9. 
Who had they followed, and what do we know about him? 
(Num. 22: 1-41)

10.
How was Balaam rebuked for his transgression? 
     
From verse 13 through verse 17 Peter uses many terms to describe the nature of these false 
teachers and the things that characterize their wrong doing. Look at these verses and list the 
ways Peter describes them.
11.
What were they using to entice the brethren? 

12.
Who were they picking on and why do you think they chose them?

14.
What were the false teachers promising, these they were trying to deceive?
15.
What were they really giving them and why?
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Lesson 6 Cont.

 
There is no question that Peter’s concern is for the brethren (Christians) who are the ones 
drawn away by the false teachers. These are men who have left the defilement of the world to 
follow “cunningly devised fables”. (II Pet. 1:16) (II Tim. 4:3-4) 
16.
How had they escaped the defilements of the world in the first place?

17.
Having returned to the world what is their present state?

18.
How could it be worse than the first? 


19.
How would you explain verse 21? 
(Heb. 10:26-27)

20.
What two comparisons does Peter make of those who knew the truth and turned backed to the 
world?
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Lesson 7 

Mockery in the Last Days and The Day of the Lord 

II Peter 3: 1-10

 
By the term “beloved” a term of endearment which appears fore times in this chapter Peter indicates the intimate connection that he holds for these addressed. The use of the term “This is now” indicates that this letter came quickly on the heels of the first letter. In view of the fiery trials of the first letter followed by the false teachers he calls attention to the mockery characteristic of all who deny the coming of the Lord just because it was delayed.  In connecting them in this way there is little doubt that Peter claims authorship to both. (JP) 
1. 
What was the means by which Peter stirred them up? 

2. 
What does he say about the character of those to whom he writes?
3. 
What were the things that he was reminding them, in view of the previous writings?

4. 
Of what were they to be mindful?


There was much said by both Paul and Peter about the things the prophets of old had said 
(Eph 2:20;  3:5; 4:11; Acts 11:27; 13:1; I Cor. 14:29) and (I Pet. 1:10-12; II Pet. 1:19). These matters had been fulfilled in Christ and were evidences on which they could rely in the face of false teachers. Along with this they validated the commands of Jesus Christ given to them by their Apostles. It was to this end that our Lord had instructed them (the Apostles) to “teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you”  (Matt 28: 20) It is equally important that the Lord’s people today should have their minds stirred in remembrance of the commands of Jesus. (JP)
5.  
What were they to realize (know first) from the beginning? 

6. 
What was the nature of these men?

7. 
Why would it be important for them to recognize this first? 

(see II Peter 1:20)
8. 
What was the real cause of their cynicism and doubt? 
(John 3: 19)

9. 
What was the question of their mocking? 

10.
What was the basis of their challenge? 

 
These mockers were insinuating that the promise of the Lord’s coming was a delusion and therefore vain hope.  The Lord had promised it (Matt. 24:3); Paul frequently mentioned it, (I Cor. 15:51; II Cor. 5:4); and Peter taught it (II Pet. 1:16). Yet the Lord had not come. And scoffers were pointing to this as proof that the Lord would not come. 
11.
What was the time line for the basis of their proof?

 
The “fathers” who had fallen asleep are evidently the first generation of Christians who had passed on with out seeing the Lord return. Nothing had changed; seasons come and go seedtime and harvest passed as always, so nothing was going to change. Paul wrote portions of the Thessalonian letters to correct the impression that the Lord would appear immediately.  (I Thess. 4:13-18; 5:13; 

II Thess. 2:1-7) In verse 5 Peter begins his reply to these doubters. 
12.
What is meant by the term “willfully forget”?

13.
What had escaped their notice in all of this railing?
14.
What had already happened to the world because of the unrighteousness of men?

15.
What is the present heaven and earth (the one in which we live) reserved for? (II Thess. 1:7-10)


For the scoffers who had alleged that an unvarying conformity of nature was an argument against the Lord’s return, Peter replies that they had willfully forgotten the flood. The lessons of the flood demonstrated conclusively that things had not always remained the same. His second answer to their allegations is that lapse of time between the promise and the realization does not mean that God will not fulfill His commitments or discharge His judgment. He continues in verse 5 with “make sure this one thing does not escape you”, with the Lord, one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as one day”. 
16.
What do you think Peter means by this statement? 
And, what does it not mean?

17.
What is God’s attitude toward His promises? 
18.
Why has He not brought about His judgment to this present day?

19.
 What does this say about God’s will for man?

20.
How will the “day of the Lord” come and what does this tell us? (Matt. 24:43-44) 
21.
What is to happen to the heavens and elements of the earth and what will be the sign?
22.
What does this say for the premillennialist claim of this world just being cleaned up?
Lesson 8 

Mature Christians at the Day of the Lord 

II Peter 3: 11-18

Having proven and declared that God is not slack concerning His promises Peter asserts the fact that the passing of time does not in any way affect the promises or threatening of God. Whether it is a day or a thousand years between the time of the promise and the reward or the threatening and the retribution, God will perform it. Knowing this and seeing that God has promised to destroy this present world with fervent heat, he purposes the question as to the kind of people, those who hope to escape should be. (JP)

1. 
What is the question Peter raises?  (Phil. 3: 20) (Heb. 11: 13-16) 
 2. 
 Upon what kind of world should the Christian focus? 
(II Cor. 4: 18)
3. 
 What are we to look for and earnestly desire and why?

4. 
According to His promises what are we hoping for?

(Isa. 65: 17; 66: 22)
5. 
What are the characteristics of this new heaven and earth? 
(Jer. 31: 34)
  
It is sufficient for us to note: (a) The new heaven and earth will follow the destruction of the present ones. (b) The earth that will then be is not this one. (c) It is this earth that embodies the hopes and expectations of the future kingdom advocates. (d) There is no hint of a reign of Christ on the earth which Peter describes. (e) Christ will have terminated his reign and delivered the kingdom to the Father before the events are accomplished which Peter describes. (I Cor. 15: 4) (f) There is therefore no support for the premillennial theory. The words “new heaven and earth” must be regarded as a designation of where God’s people dwell and not a detail description of the future abode. Heaven is the final dwelling place of the people of God; therefore, this phrase must be understood as a designation of heaven.
6. 
How then are we to be found by God when all these things take place?

7. 
How are we to regard the patients of the Lord and how is this so?

8. 
Who does Peter reference as having taught these same things? 

9. 
Does Peter deny that some things are hard to understand? 
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Lesson 8 


10.
To whom does this apply and what do they do as a result? 

11.
Does that mean that God has given us something we can not understand?

12.
Having been warned of this what are we to do and why?

13.
What is the security of every Christian and how do we defeat false teachers? 
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The source for this study is from the New Testament Commentaries based on the American Standard Version, I and II Peter by Guy N Woods. The narrative in these lessons, unless otherwise stated come from Mr. Woods’ commentaries.
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